DEBATE IN THE SENATE.
IN SFNATE—Tuurspay, DEcExser 12.

REMOVALS FROM OFFICE.

The Seuata proceeded to the consideration of the follewing
reso'ution, which came up umongst the specisl orders un the
calendar : '

Resoived, That the President be requested to cause to be
laid before ihe Sevate all charges which have been preferred
or filed in any ol the Departments agninst individuals who
huve been removed lrom office sinee the 4th day of March
last, with @ specification of the cases, il sny, in which the offi-
cers charged have had opportunity to be heard, and a state-
ment of the number of removals made under each Department,
including subordi in the custom-h and other branches

. of the public service,

Mr. BRADBURY. Mr. President, a doy was fixed ot
the last session of Congress for taking a vote upon this reso-
lution ; but in consequence of the unexpected and melancho-
ly event, the decease of the Chief Magistrate, which was
sunounced on that day, no vote was taken.  One of the in-

self here on this floor, in the best possible position to make
the explanation. 'We chalienge that explanation ; and I may
add that an explanation is demanded, in consequence of re-
marks which bave fallen from the honorable Senator himself.
His language contains an intimation that these removals were
made for other than political considerations. * The public will
draw the infircnce from his remarks, whether so intended or
not. I dow ! undertake to say that this whaolessle system of
removals was made on account of the unfaithfulness of the in-
cumbents, and in order that more efficient men might be put
in offica ; or, in plain terms, that none but unfaithful or in-
efficient men were removed. Now, if such is the allegation,
if saeh is the ground of defence, let us understand it. Even
to this day there seems to be an unwillinguess to admit that
these removals were made from political considerations alone.

I trust that the information may be given, acd then the hon-
orable Senstor will bave an opportunity to make an explaoa-
tion, snd we will be prepared to meet it.

Mr. MANGUM. It is within the recollection of the Sen-
ate that this resolaiion occupied many days during the lsst
session. It will also be remembered that it was a discussion
of surpassing interest to the Senate ; for upon tne occasion &
very eloquent Sexator made a speech of three days upon it,

which was listened 10 by five Senators and the unfortunste
Vice P I think the Senate has become tired of tbis

ident

quiries embraced in the resolution becomes now inapp
priate, if not improper, by reason of the entire change of the
Cabinet that made the removals referred to, thereby leaving
no persvz 1o respord to the inquiry as to the cause fur which
the removals had been made. It is, however, due to the
country that it should know the extent to which the work
of proscription was carried by the recent Administration ;
lmr there is no impropriety in askiog for the number of re-
movals that have bern made. I have prépared » substiiute
fur the original resolution, which calls for a list f the officers
removed who derived their sppointment from a nomination of
the President, with the concurrence of the Senste, and a
siaterent of the number of removale of officers who do not
derive their appointment in that manner. Resolutions in this
form have repeatedly passed one or the other branch of Con-
gresi. A resolution of this character the House of
RrPrnenimiwl in 1839, and another in 1841. The modifi-
cation obwviates the objections that were urged against the re-
solution in the original form, and 1 apprehend there ean be no
objection to the passage of it us now presented. Believing
that this is o matter of legitimate inquiry, that it will furnish
irformation important to be known, and that it will inform
the country of the extent, the unparalleled extent, to which
prascription has been carried by an Administration that came
into power pledged against proseription, I trust that the re-
solution will now be adopted. As the resolution is now in a
form sanctioned by usage, I presume no objection will be
made,

Mr. BERRIEN. Will the Senator from Maine do me the
favor 10 state what is the portion of the original resolution
which he proposes to exclude ?

The PRESIDENT. The motion is to strike out all afier
the word ** Resolved,” and insert a substitute. :

Mr. BERRIEN. 1 desire to understand the substance cf
the excluded portion of the original resslution.

Mr. BRADBURY. The original resolution calls upon the
President for the charges preferred, together with a list of the
officers removed. 'T'he resolution which I now propose as &
substitute simply calls for a list of the officers who derived
their appointment by the vomination of the President and the
eoncurrence of the Senate, and a statement of the number of
other officers removed, such as postmasters and other sabor-
dinate officers.

Mr. BERRIEN. From the manner in which the Senalor
who moved the adoption of this resolution bas introduced it,
it is to be inferred that the ohject of obtaining this inforina-
tion is to found upon it the charge of improper condact on
the part of the late Admicistration, evidenced by the numer-
ous temovals which were made by it.

The Senator states as his reason why he has modified bis
resolution, and exclud:s from it the requisition to furnish the
grounds upon which the removals were made, that there has
been a change in the Cabinet, which renders that impractica-
ble. 8o I understand him. He will correct me, if I am
in error.

Mr. BRADBURY. The Senator iscorrect.

Mr. BERRIEN. Then I understand the Senator to say
that he has exciuded from his resolation a call for the reason
which induced these removals because the change in the Ca-
binet renders il impracticable to furnish them.  Sir, with great
respect 1o that honorable Senator, it seems to me that that
consideration goes to the whole of the resolution. For what
isit? I it be designed 1o furnish information merely for the
purpose of censuring the late Administration, the present Ad-
ministration are called upon to furnish a list of the removals
made by their predecessors; and these predecessors are de-
prived of the privilege of furnishing the reasons upon which
these removals were founded. [ wish the Senate to under-
stand distincily this ides, that the present Administration is
not ealled upen for reasons, even if they are upon file, There
will, ihoretore, be & list of removale, apparently made capri-
ciousiy, ond without cause,  Does it become the Senate of the
Unied =tates to lend itself to procure information which may
thus be improperly used 7 1 trust it will not be done.

M:. BHADBURY. There was nothing in the remarks
whoeli | 1o sue which would justify the inference of the honor-
able Se w0, thmt there could be no other legitimate use fur
the inforiuaton sought by this resolution except to furnish
charges »g ust the late Admivistration. It may be import-
ant to aid ws in useful legislation ; valuable legislation may
be founded upon that information ; and, as [ have already
stated, on more than -one occasion resolutions of a similsr
kind bave been adopted. Indeed, one of the resulations called
for a l'st of removals covering a period uf twelve years ; and
another called for a similar list of the class of officers relerred te
who had been removed from the time of the organization of the
Governmant o the day of its passage. No ohjection can be
made to this call which couldnot have baen urged with greater
fores against the resolutions of 1839 and 1841. We now call
for tbe list of the number of removals ; and 1 apprehend the
late Admicistration is not so destitute of [riends but that it
will be able to find these who will undertake the tesk of giv-

. ing the for the adop of that system of proscription
for which it has become distinguished.

Mr. EWING.: The honorable Senator introduced this
resolution, I think, very early at the last session. Why it
has been permitted to linger+ill the present time, 1 am unable
to say. The resolution offered called not only fur the num-
ber of removals, but the cause; and certain it is that while
the Cabinet that made these removals was in existence and
able to respond, not only to the inquiry as to the number of
removals, but the cause, the Senator did not see fit to prees
the resolution. It was a long session, very long. There
was time enough, and there was strength enough on his side
of the chamber to bring it to a vote. There was no diffi-
culty at all ; but just as long as that Cabinet remained there,
the Senator failed to presa his resolution to a vole. He mo-
difies it now, or rather he brings in & new resolution, and in-

quires for the number of removals—what he calls the unpre-
cedented namber of removals made by the lest Administra-
tion. He ashs for no reason, because, as he says, none can
be given now. What does this look like ? Whst would be
the naturel impression on the minds of persons who see the
course of that honorable Senator? Would they not be apt
to suppose that there was » great number of removals, and
for sufficient cause, and that he does not wish the removal
and the cause of it to go befors the country at the same time ?
Now that these public officers have passed away, the honor-
able Senator amends his resolution and asks only for the
naked fact of the removal, leaving the cause unexphined and
liable 10 be misrepresented to the injary of the officers who
made the removals > [ do not wish to pursue the subject
turther than to call public attention to the fact.

Mr. BRADBURY. [ desire to reply very briefly to the

whole thing. The occasion fur this resolution has passed
away. The men bave passel away. It is impossible now
to derive from the passage of this resolution any information
that would be interesting to the country. All that has gone
forth in the speeches of gentlemen. ‘T'he great object of the
resolution seemed to be to make speeches on the subject.
They have been made. They have been printed ; but | can-
not say whether or not they have been read. I think that, as
we can derive no information upon the subject that will be
interesting or useful to the country, in addition to what bas
slready besn published in speeches, which bave been circu-
lated far and wide, we had better get this resolution out of the
way, and proceed to the proper business of the country.
Without any view at all of cutting off the public from any in-
formation which would be useful or interesting, I move that the
malter lie on the table.

Mr. SEWARD. Will the Senator withdraw the motion
for a few minutes to allow me to say a few words '

Mr. MANGUM. Certainly : 1 withdraw the motion.

Mr. SEWARD. 1 wish only to ssy that I believe
there was no member of the Senate more partial in his favor
towards the last Administration than I was, and yet that
there was no period during the existence of that administra-
tion that I would not have voted for this resolution in the form
in which it is now proposed that it shall receive the action of
the Senate. I Lold that the people of this country are entitled
to information sbout the number of removala that are made by
any administration, and that the Senate, as a legislative body,
may properly call for that information to spread it before the
country. I shoold never have voted for the resolutionin its ori-
ginal form, becsuse I think it would have been an sttempt by
the Senate toinvade the constitutional rights and respon=ibilities
of the Executive department. My object in rising, therefvre,
is to say that I cannot, as perhaps I might be ecuected to do
as a friend of the last administration, vote to lay hi= nmended
resolution on the table, and that I am perfect'y willing that
the information should go to the country of the whole num-
ber of removals that were made by the lust adiinistration,
and go under all the disadvantages under which that adminis-
tration wifl labor, by the death of its chief and by the dis-
persion of its members.  Still] believe thet that administration
will stand vindicated by the country against all the unfavor-
able inferences which may be drawn from the manner in
which the subject will go before them.

Mr. EWING. Mr, President, the honorable Senator from
Maine Las given a very special explanation of the reason why
he did not bring his resolution to a vote at the last session.
Allow me, however, to say, that if he had been really in
earnest, if he bad desired to come to a vote, it was clearly
within his power to have pressed it to a vote. I naticed the
progress of the resolution, and I noticed there was a great deal
of yielding to the pressure of circumstances on the part of that
gentleman. The resolution was quite imposing in sppear-
ance, and proposed in a manner somewhat imposing. But
now, as | have observed, the reasons for these removals can-
not be answered, but must be left to conjecture. The Sena-
tor, however, says that [ am here and may answer. He
instances as n subject of complaint the removal of 3,400 post-
masters ina year. What docs the honorable Senator suppose
[ know about the removal of posimasters’ What does he
suppose I ever had to do with them ? The bonorable Sepa-
tor evidently knows as much and more about them than | do.
He seems 10 kuow how many were ramoved in a single year,
which I'never knew, and do not now know except from his
statement.

The honorable Senator inquires whether I wish to be
understond as saying that these removals were made for other
than political causes. I cannot answer as 10 a majority ar all
of ‘the removals. Many of them were made becadse the in-
dividuals were not worthy, independently of political causes.
Many more were made because the individuals appeared to
have obtained their appointments for no other merit than po-
litical services, and to preserve them upon no other tenure
than those services, The honorable Senator says that at the
commencement of Gen. Jackson's administration there were
but some four bundred removals of postmasters. He does
not name the number of other officers removed in the first
year of that administration. I admit that the number of re-
movals of postmasters and other officers was much less than
under the late administration. But why ? Because the pre-
decessor of Gen. Jeckson bad not surrounded himself with a
host of political partisans, whose business was to sustain and
support his administration and aid in his re-election. He had
appointed correct men—men fit for the execution of their
official duies; men whom there could be no cause to remove,
except for political canses. And of the number of existing
officers at that time but & swall proportion were friends of the
past and opponents of the incoming administration. When
Gen. Jackson came into power he found the offices of the
country largely in the hands of his political partisans ; but on
the incoming of the past administration almost every man that
was in office was an adherent, and a warm adherent, of the
previous administration. All the public offices were in the
hands of the opponents of Gen. Taylor, and the laws which
he was bound to execute would have to be executed by
officers, if he failed to change them, who were his earnest and
detormired opponents ; men who had received office as a re-
ward for opposing him, and who held their offices uzon the
tenure of this opposition. This wes the difference in the
state of things on the incoming of the two administrations.
But should any man take the number of officers at the in-
coming of Gen. Jackson's administration; take the number in
office that were opposed to him, and the number of bis friends
and adherents in office: and take the mumber of officers that
existed at the incoming of the past administration, take the
number in office opposed to that administration; and the num-
ber in favor of it, and strike a balance between the two by the
rules of proportion, the late administration will compare most
favorably with that of Gen. Jackson or any subsequent ad-
ministration upon that side.

I bave no doubt that these things are now perfectly under-
stood by the public. Ihave no question that the people at
large generally know the truth of the case. 1 have no doubt
that the pecple at large know just about as much in relation
to the number of removals made by the last administration as
I do, or a# the honorable Senator from Maine does, And I
have no possible objection to the record being made out, and
a document printed circulating and diffusing it. 1 have no
objection to the Scpator’s resolution at all. 1 spoke of this
merely to call public attention to the circumatances—to let the
nation see why this subject was not pressed during the last
session of Congress, and why it is proposed now. And I
have made these few brief remarksto call attention to the dif-
ferent condition of things existing at the time referred to b
the h ble Senator, and at the incoming of the past ad-

remarks of the honorable Senator from Ohio.. The S
charges me with declining to press the resolution while the
Cabinet was'in power under which the remoavals had been
made. A bricl explanation is necessary on this point. It
will be recollected by the Senate that after this resolution was
introduced, and | bad made an explanation of its objecr, the
Senator from Connecticut gave notice of his intention to re-
ply, and ihe resolution was laid over several weeks for his ac-
commodation fur that purpose. After his elaborate speech, I
availed mysclf of the earliest opportunity to reply to him, and
then the vute was proposed to be taken on the resolution.
There were several others, bowever, who then manifested a
wish to sprak, and a vole conld pot he obtaine!. In the
mean lime anotler subject of debate, the compromise measures,
came beiore the Senate, and & debate sprung op which so en-
tirely and exclusively occupied the public mind and the atien-
tion of the Senate, that it was impossible 1o g2t a hearing or
a vole upon the resolution.’. The honorable Senstor from
Connecticut knows full well that [ attempted repestedly 1o get
the resolution up and oblain a vole upon it, but was unable
to do so. At length a dey was agreed upon, on the motion
of the honuratle Senator from North Caralina, for the vote to
Le taken ; and on that day the death of the President wasan-
nounced. It was no fault of mine, nor of the friend« of the
resolution, that the vole was not obtained. [ presscd the re-
colution re,ea'edly and rarnestly, and the delsy srose from
unforeseen events,

The honorable Senator from Ohio says that | epeak of the

ministration. Let the comparison be made, and I bave no
doubt at all that a just public opinion will show that General
Tavlor was lenient to public officers whose political opinions
differed from his.

M:. DODGE, of lowa. Mr. President, 1 bave a few
words to ssy on this subject, and I wish first to do an sct of
justice to my friend from Maine, (Mr. Baannuny.) [ feel
that it is a duty I owe 10 defend him from the unjost impu-
tation, beldly made by the Sepator from Ohio, (Mr. Ewine.)
He charges the Senator from Maine with insincerity in offer-
ing bis resolution at the last session, calling for the number of
retuovals from office under the late administration, and the
charges upon which they were made, and eays that he did
not press nor desire to press it 1o a vote whilst that Cabinet
was in existence and ready \o answer the call. This, sir, 1
know to be unjust. I bear evidence bere a3 o man and a Sena-
tcr, that he pressed a vote on his resolution with all the zeal
and determiaation that any Senator could have evinced.
More than that. I believe I was myself perhaps the uncon-
suiovs instrument of praventing a vote upou his resojution. 1
bad the floor, and was prepared to make what would in all
probability have been the last speech onit.  The compromise
measures were before the Sepate, snd the venerable snd dis-
tinguished Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Crax) did me the
honor to come 10 my seat and make s personal appeal to me
W decline, and forego what he deemed to be a mere parlisan
discussion, uniil alter the passage ol those great measures,

“unpreecdented” number of removals. [ have a right 10
speak of the number as *‘unprecedented,” when President
Jacksan wns dencunced as guilty of ruthless proscription for
havieg removed four hundred sod vinety one Pulmw-:rl in
the first year of his Administration, whiie the fact wee admil-
ted on this floor thet Juriug o siogle year of the late non-pro-
scription Administration more than three thousand four bun-
dred postmasters were removed.
the numter ss unprecidented, when, during the entire Ad-
ministration of Presidents Jacksun and Yan Buren, covering
a period of twelve years, there were but two huodred and
cighty-three officers removed who,derived their appoiotment
from the Presiden’, with the advice of the Senate, agsinst
how many times that number during the first year of the late
Administration ?

The honorable Senutor says that the resolution was allowed

to lie until there was wo one o respond 1o it, and explain the |

cause for which removals were made. That Benator is him-

I have o right to epeak of

which it was hoped would give peace Lo the country, I well
remember he gave it as his opinion that the resoiution would
no: be angwered if adopted. Under these circumstances I
yielded the floor against the wishes of the Senator from Mains,
who was then, and all the time, snxious to bring his resolu-
tion to a vote. I did not then, nor do I now doabt, that it
would have been passed but for the cause stated Ly the Sena-
tor from Maine—ibe death of the late President upon the
day upon which it was to be considered. The assertion,
herefore, of the 8 from Olio thet the Senator from
Maine did not desire, or that a majority of the Senate did not
desire 8 vole on that resolution, is incorrect. With all due
deference to the Senator from Obio, | think I may be per-
mitted to say that my means of knowing the motives and se-
tions of Serators in this proceeding weré betier than his, |
was a member of the body at the time, snd bhe was not.
Thr#lnsm from Ohio rays that be cannol be expected 1o
answer for the removals of the postmasters referred to by the

Senator from Maine. No, sit, no ; beought nottobe. Opthat
score | humbly conceive that that Senator has sins hof
his own to answer for. And as he is on this floor, has
chosen to engage in this discossion, dealing liberally with the
motives and conduct of others, I trost it may not be deemed
inappropriate in me to ask some account from bim of the re-
gisters, 1eceivers, marshals, district atiorneys, and other offi-
cers placed under his kindly care as Secretary of 1he Interior
about the 41b of March, 1849, leaving to the Heads of other
Departments of that Administration, which had **no friends
to reward and no enemies to punish,” to account for what
was dooe by them. Sir, if memory, truth, history, and
every thing 18 not at fault, no man of that Administration or
of any Administration ever wielded the guillotine with more
merciless severity than did the Senator from Ohio. He
struck down, without giving them an opportunity of
defence, every land officor save one in lows; all in Min-
necots, all in Wiseonsin, sll in Illinois, all in Missouri,
all in Indians, sll in Michigan, ell in Arkansss, Lou-
isiann, Mississippi, and Alabama. All, I believe, of every
grade and character that belonged to his Department, have
had their heads brought to the block.

Of those who were thus beheaded by the Senator from
Ohio in my State, I can say that more faithful, honest, capa-
ble officers or .upright citizens vever held place under any Go-
vernment. No man has had the bardihoed even to insinuate
that they were guilty of malfeasance in office, of unfaithfulness
to their duties, or of any thingother than the expression of their
hones' sentimentsand opinions as menand asAmerican freemen.
Sir, I ask the Senator to teil for what crime these officers in
lowa—my friends—were removed. If it be for their opinions,
[ am ready as they are lo admit that they are Demoerats ; and
if the remavals wers made for that cause, candor and justice
require that it should be so stated. But, sir, knowing that
neither scandal, nor infamy, nor one-sided representations can
impugn the characters of any of these gentlemen, if T am an-
swered I am sure it will be with the vague, indefinite, and anti-
American charge of their having interfered in elections. But,
sccording to Whig ethics, this is only a crime when perpe-
trated by a Democrat ; to prove which, it is only necessary to
cite the fact that the most rabid and bitter partisans—the
Whig electors—with the dust of the canvass yet upon them,
were the first to be rewarded with the spoils in lowa,

But allow me to refer to another case to illustrate the injus-
tice and ex parte character of this Whig rule for the removal
of such officers as interfere with elections, and in doisg so [
trast I shail do_violence to the feelings of no one, as nothing
is forther from my intention. The district attorneys, I be-
lieve, all belonged 1o the Dermnnnt of the Interior, over
which the Senator presided. I believe, very soon after taking
charge of that department, he removed every district attorney
under the Government, save the late Jobn Norvell, of Michi.
gan, who was more conspicuous for having interfered in that
election than any other officeholler in America. *

Mr. Norvell was not only not removed, but re-nocminated to
the Senate at the expiration of his term of service, and that
too after an interference in elections with which all America
was made acquainted by means of the telegraphic wires.

A word now ae to the proscriptions of the late Administra-
tion generally. Sir, in point of rumbers and violence, there
has never been any thing to equal it in any or all the Admin-
istralions put together. And what makes it more and more
unnatural than any other that bas ever morked the history of
the country, is the severity with which it bas fallen upon
those gallant patriots who, quitting the pursuits of eivil and
quiet life, rushed to the standard of their country in the late
war with Mexico, and by their heroism and valor did eo much
to maintain the honor of the American arme, and to enable
the late President to acquire those laurels which he o nobly
won, and for which a grateful people elevated bim to the
first office within their gift. Look at the manner in which
Lane and Weller were hunted down on the Pacific coast—
pursued with indecegt haste nearly balf the circumference of
the globe, stripped of their commissions, and humbled in the
presence of gome of the enemy whom their valor had contri-
buted to conquer, and for no other ofince thaun their political
sentiments. Nothing in the bistory of the constantly recur-
ring revolutions and proscriptions of the miserable oligarchy
of Mexico, in my judgment, equals the proseription of these
distinguished men and patrivts, and the attempts that have
been made to injure them in order to justify their removal.

Mr. WALKER. The Senator from Ohio concluded both
of the speeches with which be entertained us this morning
with the expression of- the desire that they might go to the
country. The burden of his first was to charge the Senator
from Maine with having introduced a resolution calling for
the remova's made, together with the causes for which they
were made, and then abandoning or shufiling off' the respon-
sibility of pressing a vote upon that resolution until the Ad-
ministration had gone out of power, snd of now coming for-
ward and calling for the number of removals simply, without
asking for the causes of them. I was impressed with the be-
lief, and I believe every Senator in the chamber wasimpressed
with the belief, that he endeavored to charge the Senator from
Maine and those on this side of the chamber with having a
disposition to nvoid the responsibility of heariog the number of
removalg, together with the causes for them. The triumphant
manner in which he spoke impressed me with the belief that he
intended to be understood by the Senate and the country as
saying that he would at any time have been willing, if the
Senator from Msine had dared to receive it, to give the
names, the number of those removed, and the causes for their
removal ; hut that he only opposed that resolution because the
call was confined to the list, and not to thecauses. I would a-k
that Senator if, at any period during the lust session after he
came here, or any, period during the time he was a member of
the Cabinet, he would have heen willing to give a list of the
removals, and the causes for which they were made ! I donot
believe he would. I have some evideoce that Senalors on
that side of the chamber would have been unwilling to do o ;
for I find on the floor this morning a direct conflict befween
the boast of the Senator from Ohio and what has been caid by
the Senator from New York, (Mr. 8ewann.) The Senutor
from New York said that he would not have voted for the re-
solution of the Senator from Maine, in the form in which it
was first introdoced, but would vote for thiz. Thus we see,
un tbe one hand, this triumphant claim on the part of the
Senator from Ohio, snd a willingness at any time to give 2
list of the removals, and the cauees for which they were made;
and on the other side the declaration of the Senator from New
York that he never would have voted, for the resolution which
demanded the causes of the removal.

[ wish this invonsistency to be seen by the country. I
wish the Senator from Obio to tell ueif he intended to be
thus understood by the Senate and the country ; and if he
did thus wish to be understood, let him tell us whether he
would have been willing ever to vote for that resolution call-
ing for the causes of the removals, I wish the resolution to
call for the causes of these removals. I would not give a fig
for a mere list of the removals without the causes for which
they were made accompanying them. The intelligent peo-
ple of this country n no list of removals. Every neigh.
borhood knows full well the number of removals. They take
but little interest in that matter. But they do wish to know
the causes for which their friends were slaughtered down. 1
wish to know whether they were guillotined for causes which
involved moral turpitude or official delinqueney. I don't
know whetber the Senator would consent to give us his an-
swer, whether he would have voled for the resolution as it
was originally introduced. If he would, then be makes an
issue with the Senator from New York, (Mr. Sswarn.) If
not, be should withdraw the triumphant and implied boast
that ke would at any time have given us the causes of the re-
movals with the list of them, if we had dared to venture to
call for them. '

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, [ was aboat to suggest that
there was & very wise provision with regard to this subject st
the last session, and to recommend to the Senate to lake the
same couree at this session, and that was to set apart Friday
and Saturday, snd bave an express understanding that nobody
but the speakers are expected to stiend, except some five o1
six members and the President, so that the suhject may be
discossed understandingly. That will be vastly more inter-
esting to (be Sensle and quite as much for the good of the
country. :

| know something about this being decapitated, I bave
undergone the operation myself, and I confess [ did not feel
at the moment like raising any grest indignation with regard
to it, because | had transgressed the rule laid down. I elee-
tior eercd a8 well a8 I could for the candidares who were
defeated, and [ bad not the least expectation if I was Jdefeated
of bulding on, and 1did not. I believe | was one of the first
heads that was cut off by the Tyler administration before it
gotdemocratized. I was a Democrat enough to bave held oe
if they bad vot been in such a hurry. 1 had not then been
accused of holding to democracy without regard to complex-
ion, and yet I was soddenly decapitated. But | knew
then what it was for as well as [ do now, and just as well as
ell those gentlemen who are turned out of office know uow.
I suppose they knew, and every body knew when the canvass
was going on, that if the Whigs carried ibe élection, shey
would *‘cqualize” the thing, and as they hal not had ®
chance to equalize it for a long time, it required a great desl
more to be put on their side of the equation than if they had
had a chance to make the equalization before. As they had
not, they were bound to _remove more from the plus to the
minus side of the equation. That was to be expected. |
have a Senator iu my eye who is doing me the honor to listen
to me. I recollect hearing him say that he would not sup-
port aoy Administration that would not turn out ita
nents, | believe it has been expressed by the saying, ** ¥o
the victors belong the spoils,” by the Democrats, and the
same thing is expressed in a_different manner by the Whigs,
who call it *‘equalization.” But whether you call it one
thing or the other, you will find, during this Administration
or any other, thst there is a great deal of humsn nature in
l?:ah;ﬂ':'wl!hltl-hl]’ will practice on this principle.

aughter. ’

v lmu}m-lhﬂ'ibign.lonhnyhdhanmlllnuﬂ!t.
for coming with a little circumlocation to the practice of a sys:
tem that they had been all their lives condemning. 'R
thing is not understood. They had been the
wystem in democralic hands, but in their hands it
en irely different affair, and instesd of giving to the

]

the spoils, it became in their hands the equalizstion of
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equation. [Laughfer.] But now
last of the sgitation of this subject
time to dispose of it and make a
it, so that we

giving to some

canal, which nlrn.l generally
occopied with this system of equalization.
Mr, UNDERWOOD. The *

to these sums, [Laughter.
be disposed of properly Ilnilﬂi_ula

10 take a hand in the
didate for the office of eleclor, succesded, and voted for My
Clwy for President of the Uniled States. I recellect per-
fectly well that one of the most prominent charges made
against bim, and the then existing administration, was thst
it had r:fused to resppoint some printers of the laws, whos ¢
term of service had expired by its awn limitation. ~He ap *
pointed six new editors to publish the lawa of the United
States, sccording to my vecolleetion, in the places of those
whose terms of service had expired. And that set im the
history of the country is worthy of being classified so the
commencement of proscription in this country. Afier that
the Democratic adminisiration eame into powet, and this
thing called *¢ proscription” went on with the increasing ve-
locity of a falling rock. It multipled enormously:

Mr. MANGUM. According to the square of the dis-

ance.
Mr, UNDERWOOD, Yes, sir, it multiplied **accord-
ing to the square of the distance.” The {'Vhln bad the
power in this body, snd they called upon the Democratic ad-
ministration to give them a list of the removals and int-
ments, and they got them. I am inclined to follow that ex.
ample, snd as the gentleman from Mazine bas called for simi-
lar information which was given in former days, let himhave
it now., Iam willing that he lhOlldh"ft; but I would
prefer that his resolation should be amended, #o as to get the
same information for each ndminisiration since 1825 down to
the present time. The resson why I prefer amendiog the
resolution and obtaining the information in that way is this :
prior to 1825 the heads of the administration were revala-
tionary men. They were coeval with the constitution. Most
of them had taken an active part then, either in writing or in
the Convention which framed the constitation, to bring that
instrument into practical existence. Mr. Madison declared
that be who removed from office for opinion’s sake would be
worthy of impeachment, and under the revolutionary Presi-
dents, under the practice which had prevailed prior to 1825,
& removal, e for ceuse, was unknown, ‘T'his doectrine
of proscription, secording to the allegations of the Demo-
cratic party, began with Mr. Clay and Mr. Adams; and s
we have heard of its continuance from that dsy down to this,

either uvder the denomination of *‘equalization,” as the Se-
nator from New Hampshire calls it, or of **distributing the
#poils among the victors,” aceording to anotber expression, if
the resolution ean be amended so as to call for the number of
removala during each administration, from 1825 down te the
present time, we shall have the information to present to the
country, and let (he people mmke their own comments vpon
it. As to myself, allow me to say that I have been against
the doctrine of removing for opinion’s sake, either to reward
the victors or for the purpose of *‘ equalization,” from the
time of its inception to the present day. If an officer in
power is faithful, if he is competent, if he discharges his
duties well, my conviction is that be had better be retained,

becauee he can perform the duties of his situation much bet-

ter for the interests of the cowntry—beiter than a new man
who is not acquainted with the duties of the office. The
public interest suflers by these changes. You turn outa
competent mar, and a man who is well acquainted with the
duties he is called upon to discharge, and in his place you
put a raw man who knows nothing about them at the time of
commencing. Moreover, you sometimes deprive the incum-
bent of the means of living, and reduce' him and his family
in fome instances to want. Very frequently this is done to
reward one less deserving, and one who is less entitled to the
regard of the country than the one who is sacrificed.

8ir, there is no remedy for this state of things but a con-
stitutional’ provision tying the hands of power. There is no
remedy for it unless you provide one by the constitution or
by law. You ought to do it by an amendment of the con-
stitulion, because of the construction originally put upon the
constitution that the President had the power to remove—a
construction which I believe to have heen wrong in the first
instance ; but being coeval with the history of the cowntry,
it is now too late to get clear of it except by an amendment
of the eonatitution. Until you do that we shall have ad-
ministration after administration practising this doetrine of the
“ gpoils,” or this doctrine of ¢ equalizatiom,” to the end of
the Government. -

The danger of that state of things is this, that every Presi-
dential election from now Lo the end ot time, if the Govern-
ment will last so long, would be influenced and controlled by
a set of retainers—by a set of sycophants who courl power,
and who maintein a favored candidate, with a view to the
ultimate reward they all expect to receive ; und that man

who is a candidate for office, who can commund niote presses
than any other, more sycophants than any o'lier, who can
command his squad of electioneerers upon every stuinp, would
come into the Presidential chair to reward those wiio jlsced
him there, irrespective of merit,

I hold that every patriot in this country—every 11 who
loves the institutions of a republican government, thos: under

which we have so long lived and propered, ought to endeayor
to put down that state of things. But [ see no way of do-
ing it but by an amendment of the constitution of the Unit-
ed States, snd that perhaps never will be done. It has be-
come a matter that islaughed at, if you even propose to amend
the constitution of the countrv. ' Iknow the difficolty. Per-
haps it never will be amended until revolution shall force it
upon the considerate patriots and the considerate people of
the country. Revolution may make them think. Revolu-
tion may make them act, and in that wey perhaps you may
sccomplish what reason and good sense ought to, but cannot
accomplish.

I now propoee to amend the gentleman's amendment by
striking out all after the word *‘resolved,” and inserting the
following :

¢ That the Heads of the several Dspartments be and they
are required to inform the Senate of the number of removals
which have been made of subordinate officers in their respec-
tive Departments during each Administration sinee the 4th of
March, 1825.”

Mr. BRADBURY. Mr. President, [ would state to the
Senator fiom Kentucky that most of the information which he
proposes to cbtain by his amendment has slready been fur-
nished, in answer to resolutions that have been adopted by
the House of Representatives. A resolution wasadopied, in
response to which, information was rendered of the number
of rernovals up to the 16th day of July, 1841,

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I would inform my friend that I
am aware of that fact, but I want all this information in one
document. It will not require very much labor, s some of
the information has al been furnished.

Mr.- BRADBURY. phraseology of the honorable
Sgnator's amendment is somewbat ambiguous, I do not
know whether it might not be regarded as applying solely
to the removals that have been made of the subordinates of
the Departments here in this city. There might be'some
doubt whether, under the phraseology of the amendment, it
would ombrace the vast number of persons under the
Post Office Department, as ters, and as subordinates
in custom-houses. I bope the honorable Senstor will allow
the resolution, as I have proposed to amend it, to be passed ;
and it will be easy, by reference to the infurmation that h'ﬂl
heretofore been laid before Congress, lo make out the list
which he wishes.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I would accept any amendment
to remedy any ambiguity that the gentleman may propose ;
but I would much prefer having all this information in one
document. If there is any ambiguity in the language of the
smendment, I will cheetfully accept of any modification the
gentleman may be pleased to suggest to obviate the diffi-
culty.

h{r. BRADBURY. There is no use of printing this in-
formation over again. It will be an unnecessary expense.

Mr. UNDERWOOD modified his amendment so as to
“direct™ the Heads of Departments to furnish this informa-
tion, instead of **requiring”’ them to do it. :

Mr. CAS8. 1 would inquire if the information proposed
to be oblained is not now upon record !

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Partof it is, but [ believe part of
it ia not,

Mr, CASS. I would suggest to the Senator that it would
be better to ascertain whether the information is upon re-
cord here or not, :

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Bat I wish the whole to be print-
ed in one docoment.

Mr. EWING. If any part of this information has been
presented, it will only be for the clerks to refer to it and

it
Mﬁr. BRADBURY. I think the amepdment of the Sena-
tor from Kentucky is not sufficiently specific. It calls for
the number of removals of subordinales of the various

riments since 1825. Now, we do not know whom the
Departments will regard as subordinates. The amendment
which I presented calls for a list of the removals from im-
portant offices, and then a statement of the number of other
officers. | think the amendment of the Senator from Ken-
tucky is not sufficiently specific to obtain that information
which I am certain it w his object to obtsin.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Then [ would ask that the reso-
lution be laid on the table until the gentleman from Maine
and myself can confer vpon it. I am willing to adopt sny
thing to meet the wishes of the Senate and to accomplish the
object I bave in view ; and [ hope, therefore, 1hat the resolu-
tion will he permitted to lie on the table for the presnt.

Mr. EWING. Before the motion to lay on the table is
made, I wish to sy a word in reply to the Senator from lowa.
He has spoken of the cause of removal and of a cese of fail-
hare to remove, [t is unnecessary to refer o the failure to
remove, as that maller is not before the Senate. 'T'he reso-
lation pending do¢s not ask for information as to thost who
were not remaoved. It is not therefore a fit sabject for con~

done. It is cario,us o
look st the history of this matter. I was old enough in 12323
litics of the country, and was a ca. 2~

i suthentic
which the Executive ought to respect. There were, there-
fore, reasons for his removal, as well official as polilicsl.
As to Col. Weller, there was difficully with respect to him
and the execution of his duty. There was an appropriation
of $50,000 to commence the boundary survey. That whole
sum was expended, and in addition to that, as fur as could be
ascertained, some twenty or twenlty-five thousand dollars were
drawn for, and no more work was done by bim than simply 1o
fix the initial point on the Pacific coast; that is, Lo measwre two
marine leagues south of the bay of Ban Dirgo, erect a rough

lation to the g:pundifln. In wddition to that, there were
beavy complaints against bim from those that were with him
.o the commission of inefliciency and want of attention to
his duty. All these things, and more, appear from the papers
ac'companying the reports presenied to the Benete, and gen-
tle men if they please to desit can read and undemiand theme
I have said thus much, hewever, not becuuse ¥ wish to go
into particulars, for I do not feel disposed to de thaton &
gena; ‘al challenge ; I want to des] with no man’s eharacter
but, b ecause the case of Col. Weller was distinctly and speci-
flcally put, Icould not remain silent without ‘seeming to
admit what was so pointedly alleged.
Mr. DODGE, of lowa. We are to understand new from
the Sevator from Ohio that the man whose services were
such as to obtain for him the i of the Marion of the
Mexican war—the man who gai such signal renown for
himself i1\ that war—the man who was io almost everybaitle
on either the Rio Grande or Vera Cruz line, covered' with
wounds, and faithfal in all his public trusts, was removed
forsooth be cause no report had been received from him daring
the brief tiLoe between his appointment and removal. The
gentleman from Ohio says he failed to make his report.. I
ask what report, as Governor of the Territory of Oregon,.he
was required 1o make, and which was-of sufficient impuznlu
to cavse his removal !
Mr EWING. He was requiredto make a report as So~
perintendent of Indian' Affairs, an exceedingly important
matter in the condition of our Indian relatione with the tribow
of that Territory.
Mr. BODGE. I am aware that ho-wsb ex officio Super--
intendent of Indiam Affairs, and had a report in that capacity
to mske. But ¥ undertake to say, withous having heard:|
Gov. Lane’s explasation of the matter; that if it is investi-
guted it will.be found that he did make a-report, which every
one knows was liable to be lost in thernwmils of the United
States, or to be delayed by his time being occmpied in treat-
ing with the Indlans,.or the performance of other public duties.
I apprehend it will b found, when the faets are fully known,
that there: were no good ressons for the removal of Gov.
Lane, and that those given have been reserted to to strike
down a man' whose removal was predetormined on. The
Senators from Indians know something, doubtlese much, of
the character of their distinguished fellow-eitizen, and I ex-
f;ect to hear from them in reference to this cecasation against
im.
As to the other case referred to by the Senator from Ohio,
he stales that the documents on fils, meaning, 1 suppose, his
reports to the Senate of the United States as Storetary of the
Interior, furnisha:cause of the removal of Col." Weller. Sir,
I want better evidence than is furnished by ‘these documents.
I remember distinctly that his removal was placed on the
ground that he wus a defaulter by every administration paper
in the conntiy, I .wish to ask the Senator from Ohio now if
he can sssert that Mr. Weller is a defaulter to the United
States ’
Mr. EWING. I cannot possibly state whether he was a
defauiter or not, He had not presented his accounts when I
retired from the Department, and of course I do not know
any thing officially about the matter.
Mr. DODGE. I undertake to say that his cocounts have
been settled, and settled in a manner creditable and honor-
able to him, as [ learn from a source that is entitled to re-
liance. The charge that hae been iterated and teiterated as
the cause of the removol of that gallant man, has new vanish-
ed into smoke and thin aiv. Nosuch thing can be maintain-
ed. His accounts have been triumphantly settled. :
Mr. President, I reiterate the challenge which 1 gave th
Senator from Ohio. [ challenge him to give the reasons why
Henn, Van Aatwerp, Meally, Low, Lewis, and McHenry,
and otherr, the men who held office in the State which I rep-
resent, fell under his merciless guillotine. I challenge him
here to produce one single reason beyond the expression of
their political sentiments for that act. No, sir, it is idle ; it
is ridiculous to undertake, in the face of a proscription
which has no parallel for its extent and relentlees character
in the history of this-country, to jusiify it on the ground of
charges preferred and sustained. And this is the reason [
was in in favor of the resolation of the Senator from Maine.
['knew it would be said that these individuals were removed
for cause, hence my anxiety for the passage of that resolution.
Mr. GWIN. 1 was not in my seat when the Benator
from Ohio referred to Colonel Weller and the cause of his
removal, He will greatly oblige me if he will renew his
siatement, as I may have something to say on that subject.
Mr. EWING. The reasons I stated were, that there bad
been a very large amount of money placed in Col. Weller's
hands. A great deal of time elapsed before any account was
received from him atall. When the account was received it
was ascertained that the whole amount of money—fifly thou-
sand dollars—had been expended, and the only work doene
up to that time was the fixing of the point of departure upon
the Pacific coast ; that is, two marine leagues south of San
Diego, und fixing the point of junction of the Gila and Co-
lorado. That was the report received prior to the time of
his removal. It was supposed that the work had not advan-
ced as far as it ought to have done.
Mr. CAS8. [ do net understand whether the objec-
tion of the Senstcr from Obio was that Col. Weller had
expended so much money, or that he had expended it
improperly. If he expended it impropeily, I would ask,
was he a defaulter !
Mr. EWING. 1 do not know officially whether he wasa
defaviter or not. The Benator from [own says that his ac-
counts were setiled. They had not been settled when I left
the Department. He spent a great deal and continued to
draw fur more, beyond any thing for which he had rendered
an sccount. He may have settled it all properly by this
time ; but it is the duty of an executive officer not to let
things be so irregularly managed.
Mﬁ: CAsS re‘!l‘.lunylm n:::dto have been removed for ex-
pending money properly, if his accounts have been settled
honorably and satisfactorily. )
Mr. GWIN. . I went to California with Col. Weller,
The delsy which has been eomplained of occurred at Panama.
I know that he could not leave there sooner than he did. He
left by the first steamer that went up the coast afler his arrival
in Panama. The delay originated from the fact that the
crew of the steamship California deserted at San Francisco,
and hence could not go down according to appointment to
take the ngere from Panama. Col. Weller and his
company were delayed until the steamship Panema came
round the Horn, on which vessel he went up to San Diego.
His delay was unavoidable. It.was an inevitable delay. It
could not have been prevented by any action of hie. I know
he was very much annoyed on account of il.
Now a word in regard to the expenditure to which the
Senator alloded. [ know the fact to which the Senator from |
Iowa referred, that Col. Weller's accounts have not only
been setiled, but a balance of same four thousand dollars was
found due him; and yet he was published throughout the
whole country as a defaulter. ‘gilh one exceplion—the
expense of his relurn—not a single item of his accounts was
rejected. 8o that the money which he expended was pro-
perly expended.
As regards the manner in which Col. Weller discharged
the duties of bis office, I undertake to say that with the same
amount of money more importaut services were rendered to
the United States than ever has been done before under any
similar commiesion. He hired individuals for thirty dollsrs
per month, and took their pledge of honor before they went
that they would remain with bhim. They did remain, al-
though their labor was worth four or five times as much in
California. He rendered the most important services for a
very small sum of money, considering the condition of affairs
in California. Not only was this initisl point alloded to by
the Senator from Ohio (Mr. Ewine) established, but the im-
portant portion of the boundary between the Pacific ocesn and
the mouth of the Gila river was established Never before was
such a vastamount of services performed with such a small sum
of money, if the enormous prices of supplies and the high
wages ol labor are taken into consideration.
1 should like to know from the Senator from Ohio whether
Col. Weller was not removed before it was ascertained here
that the initial point of departure was established. If T am
not mistaken he was removed even before it was knowno that
he had sarived in Californin, He arrived there on the first
of June ; and if | mistake not he was removed in July, when
it could ot possibly have been known here that he had ar-
rived there, | am prepared to defend Col. Weller's official
acts in that commission sgainst every allegation that can be
brought sgainst him ; and if the Sepator from Ohio or any
other individual will put a finger on any thing which be did
which was not correct, I am prepated to defend him, and to
defend him triumpbantly sgaiust every imputation brought
against him.
Mr. EWING. 1 wishto say a word in reply to the Se-
nator from Michigan, (Mr. Cass.) He rematked, in reply

rendered no account he how of expended the money and

Michigan a fair and legilimate deduction from the statement
which I made’ I sppeal to the honorable Senator to my
whether it is or not,

‘sideration, and [ will not go into it. The Senator aleo refers

to two cases of removals, Gen. Lane, Governor of Oregon,

Mr. CASS. 1 did not say that the honorable Senator said

monument there, and to find the point of junction of the Gila
and the Colorado. The services performed bore no just re-

what he had done. Was the remark of the SBenator from | stonces
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d deduetion of my own: T'he Honorable Benator sid that he
was removed for #0 much money. -

Mr. EWING. | n 'he had expended a large
smount of money withoat any account of what he
was doing and for what be was espending it.

Mr. CASS. The charge was made against Col. Waller
that he had expended fifty thousand dotlers, and had exceed-
ed (bat smount. The Benator says that he rendered no se-
count. Why, can it buurnnud that such a commission cas
render its account monthly ! But will the honorable Senator
tell me that Col. Weller would bave besn removed if he had
beena Whig? Does any Senator su he would have
been removed if he had not been a politicul advemary of the
Administration ? If it is admitied that he was removed be-
cause he was an n?punent of the Administration, I have no-
thing to say ; bt I do not wikh to have it said that Colonel
Waeller was removed because bw did not resder regmlar sc-
counts of the of his commission.

Mr. GWIN, ¥ have another word o say itz regard to this
malter.  Tam perfectly confident that Col. Weller did render
his accounts before be was removed,  He sent bis Secyetary
on from Panama with his nccounts and his vouthers: He
drew drafts at Panarme for the expense of transporting his
compavy 10 San Diego, and they were protested, although thes
amount he bud received and ‘the amounts drawn for wens
within the fifty thousaud dollars appropristed by Congrese:
The Government lost = ‘conside sum by these provesis;.
because the drafls were for necessary expenses. (ol Weller
bad full suthority to draw them, and the Government was
sompelled to pay them,

_ Bir, Col. Weller was Fterally starved but of the commis-
sion, He borrowed money: to continue His operationss from
every person who bad the sonfidence to lexd bim any, Lecause
hie could’ get none from the Government. e did not receive
th full amount of the approtiriation of fiftyythousand dollrs,
Hi labored wnder the greatest le embarrassments: [
was-informed this morning Ex the able officer (Col. Enory
who scled o astronomer lo the commission that, after Col.
Weller's drafts were protested, he (Col. Emory—IleX in
charye of the wu_mi-&: afior Cal. Wellers romoval) was
allowed ‘to draw upon the Depertment of the Iiterior for sach
moneys a8 he needed, but he could not sell il drafts at ity
cents to the doltar.. I understant that o large-number of the
emplogées of the commission, after baving been absent on ther
Pacific-ooast' for-cighteen mogths,; had to comohome without
their pay. They had to borrow money to bring them home.
A number of the officers of the eemmission were never paid '
at all. The of the commireion, who is now in this -
¢ity, hadfio borrow money to bringshim home. This is true
also in regard to' the astronomer and other atitchés of the
commissiony There wes an utter neglect on th part of the
Governmaot ! of the officers attached to this commission. [
am prepared to sy that Col. Weller did render lis sceaunts,
for he sent his-brother bere with Lis vouchers, and he was
here with them before €ol. Weller was removed: And the
Benator is entirely mistaken in the f2ete of the czse in giving
that as & reason for-his removal. i
. Mr. EWING:. The Senator from California (Mr. Gwix)
i, 1 think, mistaken as 1o his dates: The sgemt of Col.
Weller did not come here, or, if he did, I never hesrd of him,
until long after the Colonel was removed. And the agent,
even when became, would not do as a~asobstitute for the ac-
connts and vauchers raquived by the rules oif the Department.
And I can say to the Senator from Michigaa, (Mr. Cass,) in
reply to his inquiry, thet had Col. Weller be en a Whig, and
bad my information coneerning him beon winat. it wes, and
from the same reliable-sources, I wouldthar/e unhesitatingly
v the difficulties

advised his removal.
‘Fhe Senator from California dwells
m e protest of bis
These drafis wee o protested be-

encountered by Col. Weller by reason
drafis by the Dlepartment.
cause he neglested to formerd his account»sr d vouchers, ns
the rules of the Department required, and #s b e was specially
instrected by Mr: Buchanom. They were ded wyed a most un-
reasonable time, and henee the protest of Cbl. Weller's drafts,
and his difficulty and embarrassment for want of funds. |
It may correct the recolleetion of the Senato) - from Califor-
nia as to dates th be remindad that Col. Weller * was suspend-
ed at the State Department by the appointmen t of Col. Fre-
mont, many nionths  before his final order of removal' was
senl "
Mr. GWIN.: Mr. President, Col. Wellérle fi Panama on
the 17th day of May\for San Diego. He left . his brother as
his acting eecretary at Panama, with instructions ! to return to
the United States by the first steamship withihis vouchers for
the settlement of his sccounts; and this is the £ rst time that
I bave sver heard it stated that he was not here b efore the re-
moval of his brother. There is an issue of faet between the
Senator from Ohio (Mr. Ems? and myse!f,, w hich can be
settled by the record. I am perfectly confident the Senator
fiom Ohio is mistalien. We left Panama on the 1°7h of May.
The brother of Col. Weller left there within 2.wee k to return
hither, and must have been here before Col. Fre mont's ap-
pointment. I think Goli Fremont was appoirted on the 19th
day of July. I know the intelligence of thatappointment did
not reach California until the latter part of August, or the be-
ginning of r. Iicannot be mistaken in the fact that
Col. Weller sent his brother from Panama wi:l-his vouchers,
and that he must 'have arrived here before the appoirtment of
Col. Fremont.
And now a word in regard to this rendering: of sccounts,
extravagant expenditure of money, and authority to draw for
the amount apprepristed. The accounts were rendered, and
there being aowed by this Administration is a refutation of
extrevagant or improper expenditure. Mr. Edehanan gave
the most unlimited authority to Mr. Weller to draw for and
disburse the appropriastion. He was the disbursing officer of
the commission. There was no limit on'his drafts, except
that he should keep 'within the appropriation of $50,000. If
he had been & defauiter, the dithonor and disgrece would have
been upon. the preceding Administration and himself, The
Administration of Gen. Taylor weuld not have been blamed
for it. No limitation was imposed upon him, except that
he should render quarterly sccounts. He wasrequired toren-
der quarterly: accounts from the point at which he was ordered
to perform service. But he was detained at Panama by una-
voidable circumastances, and before it was known that he bad
arrived at the point where his labors were to commence, be-
fore it was known that he had commenced his labors, he was
removed, And T undertake to say that his actual expenses
from the commencement of operations on the Paeific were al-
ways greater than the money he had in hand. He has suf-
fered much pecuniary injary from the advances which he made
personally on sccount og e commission. I know,thie from
my own personal knowledge. And instead of having large
sums of money in his hande, not properly accounted for, he
was constantly withholding money from his employées, which.
was justly due to them, in order to prosecute his labors until
relieved by remittances from the Government, which never
reached him.
» Mr, CASS. When did Col. Weller leave the United
lates !
Mr. GWIN. On the second day of March. Hé arrived at
Neow Orleans on the 28th February, and the quaitermaster’s
department there immediately furnished him with a govern-.
ment vessel, the Alabama, to take him to the Isthmus in order
that he might be in time for the steamer of the V5ih of Marc!
or 1st of April. N
Mr. CASS, Then one quarter did not expire until the-
first of June, and he was removed in the middle of:lune.
Mr. GWIN. I would state, furthermore, on the authority
of Col. Weller, that he went 1o Gen. Taylor, in Cincinnati,.
before he started for the Pacific, to sscertain whether or not
be would be continued in the public service. He ceriainly-
understood from Gen. Taylor that he could go on and perform:
this service, and that he would not be iuterrupted in the dis-
charge of his duties. That was one cause that induced him.
to go—ihe belief, from what passed between Gen. Taylor aad
himself at that interview, that he would not he removed in the-
progress of the survey of the boundary.
Mr. UNDERWOOD, The genera!l objeets of this resolu-
tion seem to have been lost sight of by the discussion of the:
particular cese of Col. Weller, and that casnnot be settled ex~
cept by reference to the record. 1 bope, therefore, that we
shall take the general resolution as offered, and dispose of i
without further discussion. I would say to my friend from
Maine that [ will withdraw my first amendment, and offes the
fullowing instead of it, as an addition to his : 1
*That the President be also requested to cause to be laid
before the Senate the number of removals which have taken
Ince during each administration, inevery department of the
léovernment, since the 4th of March, 1825.”
I kaow that a portion of the information which 1 want is
already before the Senate, but there is a portion of it in regard
to the Administration of Gen. Harrison and Mr. Tyler that
is not before the Renate. Perhaps there may be some other
administration of whose removale wr have no information.
And ss we are informed that the clerks will have nothing to
do but to copy the information that has alrendy been fornish-
ed, I think we bad better get the whole iuformation in one
document. , -
Mr. BADGER. "1 desire to occupy the attention of the
Senate for a single moment for the parpose of calling attention
to  mistake jato which the Sepator from Ohio has fallen.
The honorable Senator from Michigan put the question wheth-
er, if Col. Weller had been a Whig, he would have been
removed, if he had acled precisely in the manner in which he
did act. The honorable Senator from Obio had previously
stated, a8 the cause of the removal of Col. Weller, that an
unreasonablo time bad elapsed without his accounts being
rendered, and that in the mean time he bad made large drafts
for money, the propriety and correctness of which could not
be ascertained without the accounts, and that thie delay, un-
explained, was a sufficient reason for his removal.
It was upon that statement that the Senator from Michigan
founded whether, if Mr, Weller's politics bad

)
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10 an observation from me, that Col. Weller had been remo-
vldlonpadiunou: ;rope ; and ho seemed to draw | been different, a similar course would have boen qulllu:
that deducticn from w l-ﬂ Now, I said that be had | reference to him. I was very much surprised to

honorable Senstor from Ohio that under such circum-
s he woull hnwh;,m' u! if he were 8 Whig.
i et e e cifuamtnsee—
tor from M was, that, similar

under all the circumetances which existed with respect to Col.
Weller—I would have advised his removal if his politics had

he had been removed for expending money properly. It was

peen different,
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